
Hello Year 4! It’s time for another lesson.

Today we are going to do some English work. We’ve 
looked at this before, but a little refresher is good 

for our brains!

LO: To understand and write 
expanded noun phrases.



OK, expanded noun phrases. That’s a lot of 
potentially complicated words to describe 

something we do all the time! Let’s look at what an 
expanded noun phrase means first!



To expand something is to make it 
bigger, longer, give more 

information.

expanded

In English work, if we are expanding we are 
usually giving more information or detail.



A noun is a word that names 
something. This can be objects, 

people, places, animals…

noun



Here are some of my favourite
nouns. Can you think of any more 

examples?

noun

cake

cookie
cat

bird

chair flower

Captain America

Iron Man Stockton

book



A noun is a small group of words. 
It’s not a full sentence, but the 

words work together.

phrase



OK then, let’s put all of that together to 
understand expanded noun phrases.

Expanded noun phrase

An expanded noun phrase is a group of words that give 
more information about a noun. They add more 
description to our writing and help a reader imagine 
what they should see in their mind.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/
zwwp8mn/articles/z3nfw6f

Here’s a video to watch to help you 
understand.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z3nfw6f


So, what does an expanded noun phrase 
look like?

They can be simple, like this:

The fluffy cat



So, what does an expanded noun phrase 
look like?

Or you can add even more, like this:

The white, fluffy cat



So, what does an expanded noun phrase 
look like?

In Year 4, our expanded noun phrases should give lots of 
information to our reader, like this:

The white, fluffy cat in 
a warm, safe bed



The white, fluffy cat in a warm, safe bed

To help us write expanded noun phrases 
we can use a simple formula.

Determiner Adjectives Noun
Prepositional 
phrase



But wait! What do all those words mean??



But wait! What do all those words mean??

A determiner is a word which is used before a noun to 
show which particular example of the noun you are talking 
about.

Here are some common determiners:

The  An  A  This  That These  Those  Every  Some  



But wait! What do all those words mean??

An adjective describes a noun, giving more information.

I’ve put lots of examples of adjectives on the 
next 2 slides. Remember colours are adjectives 

too!







But wait! What do all those words mean??

Prepositions tell us where something is. Prepositional 
phrases give more detail about that! 

There’s a list of prepositions on the next slide for you.





Well done, you made it this far! Now let’s 
write some expanded noun phrases.

Can you think of an expanded noun 
phrase about the girl?

Don’t forget to think about:

• What she looks like or is feeling 
(adjectives)

• Where she is (preposition)



Well done, you made it this far! Now let’s 
write some expanded noun phrases.

The small, worried girl 
in front of the dark 
train



If you wanted to make that a full sentence, you 
just carry on! (Try not to use “was” as your next 

word though)

The small, worried girl 
in front of the dark 
train looked left and 
right, wondering what 
might happen next.



Well done, you made it this far! Now let’s 
write some expanded noun phrases.

Can you think of an expanded noun 
phrase about the cat?

Don’t forget to think about:

• What it looks like or is thinking 
(adjectives)

• Where it is (preposition)



Well done, you made it this far! Now let’s 
write some expanded noun phrases.

A giant, midnight-
black cat behind the 
slowly moving train



If you wanted to make that a full sentence, 
you just carry on! (Try not to use “was” as 

your next word though)

A giant, midnight-black 
cat behind the slowly 
moving train peered at 
the girl in the red dress, 
confused.



OK, now let’s practice writing expanded noun 
phrases. 

The next few slides have some interesting pictures to 
inspire your writing. Try to include at least 2 or 3 

expanded noun phrases into a paragraph of writing 
about one of the pictures. 

I’ve also added some word mats after the pictures to 
help you.

Don’t forget to take photos of your work and send 
them to me on Class Dojo!












